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The Roots Tracer is a quarterly publication vith 
articles of interest to the genealogist. Meabers 
are encouraged to subait their ·Profiles· as veIl 
as articles of general interest. Queries are 
free to aeabers, $1 to non-aeabers. 

The deadline for each quarterly is the 15th of 
June, Septeaber,Deceaber, and March. Send to: 

Roots Tracer, P.O. Box 901 
Livermore CA 94551-0901 

Any Book presented to the society viII be 
reviewed in the quarterly along vith the purchase 
price and address of the publisher. 

Our Library is located in the Pleasanton Library 
building, 400 Old Bernal Ave, Pleasanton, CA. 

Meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday, aonthly, at 
Congregation Beth Eaek, 1866 College Ave., 
Liveraore, CA. 

Heabership in LAOS is open to any individual, 
library, or society. Our fiscal year is 1 
Septeaber to 31 August. Membership includes a 
subscription to the quarterly Roots Tracer. 
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. . . . . • • .. $6.00 
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"FamilySearch" and "Prodigy" 
We had a record turnout, especially of visitors, for our June meeting. 
We thank Mary Lynne Horton and her helpers at the Mocho Street, Liver
more, LDS Church for hosting the meeting. 
For those who missed the meeting, there were two features. One was the 
"grand opening" of the new Family History Center at the church. The 
center is now open on Mondays from 12 to 3 pm and on Wednesdays from 
6-9 pm. The center includes a "FamilySearch" compact disk system for 
lightning-fast searches of the LDS databases, and a large collection 
of genealogical microfiche. 
The other feature was a demonstration of the "Prodigy" on-line com
puter system that, among other things, allows genealogists to interact 
with other genealogists allover the country. Ed Butler of San Fran
cisco gave the presentation. He told me after the meeting that he for
got to say that the free Prodigy start-up kit will still be available 
for a few months to anyone with a computer and modern. Those interested 
should call him at (415)955-7400. 

Harriet Anderson 
Program Chairman 

H++++ 

Dear Members and Friends of L-AGS: 
PROGRAMS for July, August, Thanks to a recent article found 

in the Tri-Vallev Herald we have a good and September to be announced-
explanation for the· source of our name 

watch for details in the paper. for our society---a source of some con
fusion for our eastern readers. Since we 
are in the Livermore-Amador Valley area, 
it seemed appropriate, but we are still 
in Alameda County, 

This is the last edition of the Roots 
Tracer for volumne 11--for us, September 
begins a new year and we hope all our 
readers will continue with us. Don't 
forget to pay your dues by ,September! ! 

Did you know that in" the year 1465 
in Ireland those persons livingcdtlLl in the counties of Dublin, Meath,

·:-:+:·t-HH-::·;-H+H+f II f II H ;-; iii Iii i j i I I i 1111111111" Louth, and Kildare were required to' 
take English surnames? They were 
allowed to choose from the following: 

Did you know that white persons who An English town, such as Sutton, Chester, etc. 

married Native Americans were not listed A color: White, Black, or Brown 

on the census records if the marriage An art or science; Carpenter, Smith,Baker, etc. 

took place in Oklahoma, Arkansas, or An office, such as Cook, Butler, etc. 

Missouri before 1880? They were con
 fran Genie Gens Dec~r 1992sidered to be part of the Indian Nation 
they married into, but, starting in 
1906, all Indians had to fill out a 
claim which included children, parents, 
grandparents, births, deaths,etc. The 
National Archives has these applications 
to the Court of Claims. 

fran the Root Digger Newsletter February 19~2 
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L-Affi 35 

Reviewed by George Anderson 

Thirteen new books have been Person, and the remaining eight in the Alameda County system 
added to the LAGS Library in the are on order as a purchase by holds any of them. 
last quarter. One series of four LAGS. Surprisingly, no library Acquisition of the Schweitzer 
books is given special at books is a major enhance
tention and the others are 

Chapter 1. NORTH CAROLINA BACKGROUND. 5 ment of our library. The 
described briefly. Except 1. North Carolina geoqraphy 5 books are admirable for

2. Early Colonial NC .. 7where otherwise noted, the 
3. Later Colonial NC .. q the amount of detail they 

books have been pur 4. The Revolutionary War 11 contain. For example, in 
~. Early statehood ... 13chased by LAGS. 6. The Middln Period .. I ~ "Pennsylvania Genealogi
7. The Civil War .... 15 cal Research," the author 
8. Reconstruction and after 1"1 
9. The NC counties .... 20 devotes six pages to theBooks by George 10. Recommended readings .. 20 State Library of Pennsyl-Schweitzer 

Chapter 2. TYPES OF RECORDS 25 vania. He not only de
One of the most prolific 1. rntroduction . 25 scribes the holdings in de

2. Bible records . 26genealogy authors active 
J. Biographies .. 27 tail and recommends what 

today is George K. 4. Birth records . 29 you search for in what or
5. Cemetery records 30Schweitzer, PhD, ScD (I 
6. Census records . 31 der when you visit, he tells 

think he got those degrees 7. Church records 36 you what door to go in,
8. City directories . 40as a physicist, but he has 
9. City and county histories 41 where to turn left, what to 

been born again as a gene 10. Colonial record compilations 41 tell the receptionist, etc.
alogist). So far he has pub 11. Court records . 45 

12. DAR records . . . . . . . . 48 All of the state books fol
lished 13 excellent refer 13. Death records ...... . 48 low the same format (see 
ence books on specialized 14. Divorce records ..... . 

15. Emigration and immiqration . .:~ accompanying Table of
subjects. 16. Ethnic records ...... . . 52 Contents for the North 

17. Gazetteers. atlases. and mapsThe most general of 18. Genealoqical indexes for NC .;: Carolina book) but there 
Schweitzer's books is 19. Genealoqical periodicals 57 is little or no boilerplate

20. Genealogical societies"Handbook of Genealogi 21. Historical societies ~~ simply repeated in each 
cal Sources," which he 22. Land records ..... . 64 volume. 

23. ~anuscripts...... . 66says covers "all major and 24. ~arriage records . . . . 68 We thank Judy Person for 
many minor sources of ge 25. Military records: Colonial 

26. Military records: Revolutionary War ~i the Schweitzer books on
nealogical information 27. Military records: 1812-1860 75 New York, North Caroli
with precise and detailed 28. ~ilitary records: Civil War 

29. ~ortuary records ....... . ~~ na, Pennsylvania and
instructions for obtaining 30. Naturalization records .... . 81 Tennessee. Arriving soon

31. Newspaper records ...... .data from them." Three 
32. Published genealogies tor the US !; will be "Handbook of Ge

others are devoted to ll. Regional records .... . 86 nealogical Sources," the 
sources of genealogical 34. Tax lists ....... . 


35. Wills and probate records :~ volumes on the Revolu
records of US wars: the tionary and 1812 Wars,Revolution, the War of Chapter 3. RECORD LOCATIONS . 91 and the state books for 

o °1 W 1. Court houses . . . . . . . 911812 d h c,an t e IVI ar. 2. The lIIajor facilities . . . 92 Georgia, Kentucky, Mas
The remaining nine cover 3. The North Carolina State Archives 92 

h 4. The North Carolina State Library . 96 sachusetts, South Caroli
specific states, all in t e 5. The Library at the University of NC 98 na and Virginia..
East. The books are in oc- 6. Perkins Library. Duke University . . 99 
tavo size, soft covered and 7. Family History Library and its Branches 1100048. Regional libraries . . . . . °1 d
sell for $8 to $10 each. I 9. Local libraries . . . . . . . . . . . . 105 Three books compl e 
do not know whether the 10. Large qenealoqical libraries. . . . . . 106 by Elizabeth Petty Bent-
author plans additional Chapter 4. RESEARCH PROCEDURE & COUNTY LISTINGS 109 leyo All are published by 
volumes l'n the series. 1. Finding the county . • . . . 109 Genealogical Publishing

2. Recommended approaches . . 110 
Th LAGS L'b 1 d ). State-wide records. . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 CO., Baltimore; all are 

e 1 rary a rea Y 4. The format of the listings. . . . . . . . . 114 hard cover, 6 x 9 inches, 
owns Schweitzer's "Civil 5. Alalllance County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 If' d ed b f 11 
War Genealogy." In May Part of table of contents ( 67% of original size) se -lfi ex y u name. 
this year we received four from "North Carolina Genealogical Research," Index to the 1800 Census 
others as a gift from J udy L.....:.::b..Y.I.-:;.G:::..;e~();;.:.r..Q,f},J.:::.e...::S~c.:.::h.;.:;w..:::e.:.::it.::.;ze:;.;.r..:..._________~ of North Carolina. 1982. 
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270'+ xi pages, . $25.00. 

About 61,000 heads of house

holds (the only names recorded 

in the 1800 census) are indexed 

by surname in this book. County 

of residence and page number in 

the census original are also list

ed. The foreword is a fine two

page tutorial on how to cope 

with the shortcomings of the ear

ly censuses. 

Index to the 1800 Census of 

Massachusetts. 1978 .. 305 + xi 

pages. $21.50. 

Massachusetts had about 71,000 

families in 1800. As in other cen

suses until 1850, only the heads 

of these families were listed by 

name. This index gives the full 

name of the head of household, 

the county of residence and the 

page number of the entry in the 

census original. Ms. Bentley 

states that the microfilms for this 

census of Massachusetts are unu

sually clear, but that for those 

parts of the film that are not, she 

has taken the information from 

the originals in the National Ar

chives. 


Index to the 1810 Census of 
Virginia. 1980. 366 + xiii pages. 
$30.00. 
Virginia fared badly in the pres
ervation of census records 
1810 is the first census to sur
vive at all, and of it, 17 out of 98 
counties are missing. This book 
indexes the remainder by head of 
family (the only name in a fami
ly recorded before 1850), and 
lists the page number in the orig
inal census schedule and the 
county of residence. The index 
contains about 85,000 names. 

Index to the 1850 Census of the 
State of California. 1972. Com
piled by Alan P. Bowman. Pub
lished by Genealogical Publish
ing Co., Baltimore. 605 + xxi 
pages, 7 x 10 inches, hard cover, 
self-indexed within counties. 
$35. 
The major problem with the 
1850 census of California is that 
the returns for Contra Costa 
County (including what is now 
Alameda County), San Francisco 
and Santa Clara Counties no 

longer exist. The inhabitants of 
the other 24 counties of 1850 are 
indexed by surname, with the en
try also giving the first name, 
sex, race, age, birth state and 
page number in the census origi - ,--. 
nal. It is striking to open the 
book to one of the gold rush are
as, such as EI Dorado County, 
and see maybe one female 
among 50 males. 

Passenger Arrivals at the Port 
of Baltimore, 1820.1834, from 
Customs Passenger Lists. 1982. 
General Editor, Michael H. Tep
per. Transcribed by ElizabethP. 
Bentley. Published by Genealog
ical Publishing Co., Inc. 768 
+xxiii pages, 6 x 9 inches, hard 
cover, self-indexed. $38.50. 
More than 50,000 immigrants 
(not just heads of families) are 
listed alphabetically by surname. 
Most were German, British or 
Irish. Information includes age, 
sex, occupation, country from, 
country to, name of ship, port of 
embarkation and date of arrival. 
For Germans, more specific plac-,- 

r--------------------------------~ es of origin and 
destination are 
sometimes given. 

Index to the 
1800 Census of 
Pennsylvania. 
1984. Compiled 
by Jeanne Robey 
Felldin and Gloria 
Kay Vandiver In
man. Published 
by Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 
Baltimore. 453 + 
viii pages, 6 x 9 
inches, hardcover, 
self-indexed. $30. 
Contains 99,172 
entries: heads of 
families, county 
of residence and 
page number of 
the full census 
record. 

'- 

- ---------~-~,- ,-----, ---,,,---
I 



10,000 Vital Records of East
ern New York, 1777-1834. 
1987. By Fred Q. Bowman. Pub
lished by Genealogical Publish
ing Co., Baltimore. 356 + ix pag
es, 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 inches, hard 
cover, every-name, full-name in
dex. $22.50. 
"Eastern New York" means the 
counties of Otsego, Clinton, Es
sex, Saratoga, Rensselaer, Alba
ny, Columbia and "Old Duchess" 
(or Putnam). The records in this 
book were abstracted from the 
marriage and death columns of 
newspapers in these eight 
counties. Birth announcements 
were seldom printed, but birth in
fonnation about the bride and 
groom, or the deceased, is ab
stracted when given in the news
paper. Each abstract is keyed to 
the name and date of the source 
newspaper. This is the third and 
final volume of a series, the other 
volumes covering Western and 
Central New York, respectively. 
The Western volume is already 
available in the Alameda County 

.~ Library system, and the Central 

GERMANY 


volume is proposed for purchase 
by LAGS in the future. 

DAR Patriot Index, Vol. Ill; 
An Index to the Spouses of the 
DAR Patriots. 1986. Published 
by the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Rev
olution. 830 + vii pages, hard 
cover, 6 x 9 inches, self-indexed 
by surname and given name of 
spouse. $25.00. 
The DAR honors as "patriots" 
those who helped achieve Amer
ican independence. Volumes I 
and II of this series have been in
dexed by the name of the patriot. 
LAGS has these volumes, as 
well as three supplements to 
them. This new book indexes 
known spouses of the patriots. 
Each entry includes the full 
name of the spouse, the name of 
the patriot and a citation to the 
book in which full infonnation 
about the patriot is found. 
By my estimate, there are over 
120,000 names indexed in this 
book. Since some of the patriots 
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were women, some of the spous
es are men. The compilers state 
that wives are included only 
when the maiden name has been 
proved beyond a reasonable 
doubt. 

Early New Brunswick [Cana
da] Probate Records, 1785
1835. 1989. By R. Wallace Hale. 
Published by Heritage Books, 
Inc., 1540-E Pointer Ridge Place, 
Bowie, MD 20176. 558 + viii 
pages, 5 x 8 inches, soft cover, 
full-name, every-name index. 
$35. 

More than 2000 estate files were 
read and abstracted, then cross
checked with county records. In
consistencies were subject to fur
ther research in other sources, 
and when unresolved, the ab
stract was so notated. The ab
stracts give names, residences, 
occupations, relationships and 
other genealogical infonnation 
for all parties mentioned in the 
files. 

POLAND 

SLOVAKIA RUTHENIA 
AUSTRIA 

HUNGARY 

California Czechoslovak Club 

727 Appleberry Drive 

San Rafael, CA 94903 
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MEET THE MEMBERS 
LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

MY NAME: Marilyn Christine (GERRING) GRAHAM 


BORN: 24 Apr 1948, Traverse City, Mich. 


SPOUSE: Curtis Lee GRAHAM 


BORN: 30 Nov 1948, Chicago, IL 


MARRIED: 7 Aug 1971, So. Boardman, Mich. 


I GREW UP: So. Boardman, Mich. 


SPOUSE GREW UP: Chicago, IL and Bear Lake, MI. 


WE HAVE LIVED: Mich. , N . Y . , and CA. 


OUR CHILDREN: Name Date of Birth 


Gerrin Spencer GRAHAM 17 Mar 1978 


Hilary Denize GRAHAM 18 Mar 1986 

~ 

SURNAMES: 

Father's line: GERRING, WELLING, BROWN, HORNING, STINE 

Mother's line: SORENSEN, CHRISTENSEN, ROLLE, LARSDATTER, 
HANSEN, PEDERSEN, MIKKELSEN, JORGENSEN, RAVN (U.S. RAVEN) 
BERG, TRUELSEN 

Spouse's Father's line: GRAHAM, MACCORMICK, MACCOLL, LUCE, 
MACINNES, MACCALLUM, ARMOUR, SPENCER, COUSINS, DENIZE 

Spouse's Mother's line: TYLER, PATTEN, CASTLE, SANFORD, 
CHATFIELD, LORD, SMITH, KNIGHT, KERFOOT, THOMAS, ELLEN 

LOCALES OF INTEREST: Princeton MO, LaCrosse Wisc., Rushford MN, 
Virginia, NY, Bangor Maine, Milwaukee Wisc., Milford Conn., 
Fulton Ohio, Warren Co. Ohio, Midland Co. MI, Denmark, Scotland 

BECAME INTERESTED IN GENEALOGY: As a result of leaving one small 
"melting pot" (Mich) for a larger one, I realized I wanted to 
know for myself and my children our legacy. My parents and in
laws are living and helpful. 

submitted by: 
Marilyn Graham, 5279 Roxanne ct., Livermore, CA 94550 
Date: Nov. 14, 1991 
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MEET THE MEMBERS 

-	 LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

MY NAME: Jean (BOYD) PETERSON 

BORN: 30 October 1934, Scottsbluff, Nebraska 

SPOUSE: Richard T. PETERSON 

BORN: 16 April 1931, Chicago, Illinois 

MARRIED: 8 October 1960 

I GREW UP: Gering, Nebraska 

SPOUSE GREW UP: Chicago, Illinois 

WE HAVE LIVED: Pleasanton, California for 30 years. 

OUR CHILDREN: 
Valerie Lynn (PETERSON) ROSSO 
Scott Clifford PETERSON 

SURNAMES: 

Father's line: BOYD, CRIDER, CANNON, MCCAIN, HUGHEY 

Mother's line: POLLOCK, GEBHART, COHRELL, HElL, HOFFMAN 

Spouse's Father's line: PETERSON, METZDORF 

Spouse's Mother's line: FEHR, SCHLETTCHE 

LOCALES OF INTEREST~ Kentucky, Illinois, Michigan, N. Carolina, 
Ireland, Germany. 

BECAME INTERESTED IN GENEALOGY: 1991 

Submitted by: 	 Jean PETERSON 

436 Bonita Ave, 

Pleasanton, CA .94566 


Date: Dec. 1991 
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The 'missing page from the Chart for Ann HOMAN 
which appeared in our Spring edition of the Roots Tracer. 

43 DOWNEY, El iza--b. 1813 
44 CAREY, Charles--b. Ireland where he studied for the priest 

hood; md Nova Scotia 
45 CROCKER, Ruth--b. 1800-2 Machias,Washington,ME; md Nova 

Sc.::.t i.:o. 
4 ..:. WOLFE, John Frederick--b. 2 May 1802 Chester,Lunenburg,'-' 

Nova Sc 0 t i a; m. 1 Se p 1831 Oar tmou t h ,H.3.1 i fax , Nova Sc 0 t i a; 
d. 2 	 Aug 1888 do 

47 	 TUFTS. tvl.;..r· q·:..r e tEl i z abe t h --b. 1 '7' ,Ju I y i:::: 12 Da.r· tmc.'.J HI ,Ha.l i 
fax:Nova-Scotia; d. 27 Jan 1892 do 

4 ,-,
o 	 MARSHALL, John Bennett--b. 10 Aug 1799 Dorchester County, 


MD;m. 19 Dec 1826 do; d. 4 Mar 1856 do; bur. Marshall 

Graveyard, Vienna,Dorchester,MD; farmer, slaveowner 


49 RIGGIN, Sarah--b. 18 Jun 1794 Dorchester County, MD 
50 HANDLEY, Planner--b. c 1778 Dorchester County, MD; m. 12 Nov 

1811 do 
51 JONES, Rebecca--bmd Dorchester County,MD 
52 SCHNEI DER, ,Johanne~.--b. 3 Jan 1783 Fl onhe i m, Rhe i n I and

Pfalz,Germany; m. 7 Sep 1832 do; d. 23 May 1864 do; 
farmer/butcher 

53 SCHAFER, Katharina El izabeth--b. 31 Mar 1798 Flonheim, 
Rheinland-Pfalz,Germany; d. 1 Jan 1859 do 

54 DURR, Johan Adam--b. 26 Nov 1800 Dussl ingen,Wurttemberg, 
Germany; m. 10 Jun 1833 Manchester,Carroll ,MD; d. 12 Nov 
1847 near Jalapa,Vera Cruz, Mexico of disease; vol from MD 
in Mexican War; to US from Amsterdam with first wife, son 
and br·other 1832 

55 GEISSERT, Justina--b. 1800-1815 Wurttemberg, Germany; d. 
after 1885 Baltimore,MD; to US ca 1831 

56 HUBER, Jean--d. bef 5 May 1853 Nurnberg,Bavaria,Germany; 
merchant and ci tizen of Nurnberg 

57 SCHMIDT, Margarethe--b. Steinbuhl ,Bavaria~Germany; md 
Germany 

58 WENG, Christoph Alexander--b. 11 Dec 1798 
Nordl ingen,Bavaria,Germany; m. 1 May 1827 
Ottingen,Bavaria, Germany; d. 24 Jun 1863 Nordl ingen, 
Ba'.).:o.r· i a, Germany; a "gen t 1 em.3.n" (.,.)ho I i ·.jed on his pr i va te 
investments (wicker furni ture and spinning factories) 

59 GROSSKOPF, Marie Anne Thekla Henriette--b. 1 May 1809 
Ottingen,Bavaria,Germany; d. 19 Jan 1878 Leutershausen, 
B.;.. var i a, Ge rma.n y 

60 MANSFIEL D, i.JJ ill i am Qua r· reI I - - b. 1 8 1 8 Tot n €os, De\} 0 n , Eng I .:0. n d ; 
m ca 1845 England; d. 9 Aug 1878 Winfield,Cowley,KS; bur. 
Union Cem.,do; to US ca 1851; grad Univ Buffalo Med School 
1857; physician; NY Vol Surgeon for Union in Civi I War 

61 NELSON, Emma El inor--b. 1829 England; d. 12 Aug 1856 
Buffalo,Erie,NY; bur. Forest Lawn Cem.,do; to US ca 1851 

62 BURKE CLAWSON], Peter P.--b. 1814-1820 VA; m. 3 Sep 
1840 Richmond,VA; d. 12 May 1873 Henrico County,VA; bur. 
ShocKoe Hil I Cem., Richmond,VA; butcher 

63 	 BULLARD, Margaret E. J.--b. 1822 VA; d. 5 Mar 1869 Henrico 
County,VA; bur. ShocKoe Hi I I Cem., Richmond,VA 

64 HOMAN, Daniel--bd England; m. 6 Jun 1802 St. Leonards, 
Shoredi tch,London,England; shoemaker 

65 WICKS, Mary--b. 20 Feb 1779 Shoreditch,London,England; 
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• He was the only 
Spanish-American in state 
to, have a city, county, valley, 
school district and a 
sChool named after him 
If 
••(J

By Ikimulisa Sockwell 
STAFF WRITER 

.:~:' DUBLIN - Don Jose Maria Amador 
was a successful soldier, rancher, busi
nessman. explorer and one of the first 
settlers of the Livermore Valley- but he 
died broke. 
~::;A plaque was erected 19 years ago in 
~9nor of Amador. the only Spanish
tunerican in California to have a city, 
~unty, Valley, school district and school 
~med after him. 

. He' settled in Dublin after serving in 
the Army. 

He was administrator of the Mission 
San Jose area of Fremont. 

Instead of a salary, Amador was given 
lano gcan~l'I, that stretched from Pleas
anton to DanVille, "from crest of the 

The plaque is on the west side of San ~~~~~~~?geto the crest of the eastern 
Ramon Road near the Springs' apart
ment complex off Dublin Boulevard. Amador·tfienbuilt what was possibly 

Its location is not far from the site of Northern <!::a1If()rnia's first factory . 
Amador's two-story adobe' home, which Itw~s erected near his house, at a key 
was built by American Indians in 1834. 

It was destroyed in an earthquake 
crossroads In Dublin. 

. Th~:~ea was known as Alamilla 
years later, said Tom McCormick, a.Sprin~,:w~er~ stagecoaches crossed and 
member of E Clampus Vitus, Chapter ~.' travelers 'would stop to water their 
13, which was responsible for installing horses.,::' , . 
the plaque. ' :"He~~sta.bt!shed the first known fae-

Amador was born in 1794 in San toryCig 1$3',5," McCormick said.-' 
Francisco to Pedro and Maria Amador. ~'It ~1ilf~ttured soap, harnesses. 

saddles, blankets. He employed' 150 
Indians. , . ( . 

; ;'{BytJ by 1868 he was broke and had 
to le!l~e the.area." McCormick said. 

J-iJ~ ;'locaUori was ideal for selling 
~o.~ds" }?'tit;vhen the Gold Rush hit and 
IDl~ers: }raveled through. so many 
people.::5ecame a hinderance, McCor
micksaid. 

.·:·1~ ~?tential miners came through 
~ _ W~!Rg f.r r,iding horses, they helped 

them~~lves to his cattle. He lost every
thing, McCormick said. 

,_, : Ama?b~die~ in 1883 in Gilroy. 

• His '~ilroy grave was marked by a 
simple wooden cross, untll one of his de
scendants" located the marker, raised 
funds and nnveiled a real headstone in 
August J916. 

ROSS CAMERON - Staff 

Plaque honors pioneer Don Jose Maria Amador. from the Tri-Valley Herald 



An update on the status of the 

California State Archives 


from the 	San Francisco Chronicle 
§ April, ,1992 -'-' 

'---., . ~ 

CALIFORNIA STATE ARCHIVE'S< ON THE MOVE 

State archivis;~ .~~~ packing up
the California Constit~t1gn and 120 
million other document~ljri preparation
for one of the bigg~st:,~?rchi ve moveSf, . 
in the country .. '.: il. t J-,'. 

. Vi rtua llyeve~y~;s(j)a'p de¥ai ling 
California's hist9:tY"~~R legal pro
cess is being shri~k-wrapped 'for 
moving to a temporarY.. home ili- Ro~e.: 
ville beginnin.g~prth·.6, 1992. 

• : ~ : ')~. >.(~ .. ,

"This is on.~,of~'the largest
archive moves ever'att~mpted in the 
u. S. ," sa i d Sta:~e ..Arch i v i st John 
Burns. "We have;;~ome.;.Qf 'the ~most. 
importaht original law~,'Spanish
Mexican land grants:~,"£arl Warren !, 

..- .. . ;, papers and all 'of the l documents 
surrounding the ~ert1(ennedy
assassination."llnf....· .< <ht·;)·, 

,?LJ: '~It. 

The papers wi 11 .remain in Rose
ville while a six-s.torypuilding 
to permanently houseth~archives 
and a new Secretar)f'qr~tate I s 
office will bebuj,1.t, 'onp;~e square
block just west o~ the.sta.te capitol by
by 1995. E. ), 'jJ._ 

The collectidW takeiup 80,000 
cubic feet--enqGg~ to-ff1f 20,000
file cabinets.' . 

• J \ 

Once the record,s. reach thei r 
temporary home, 21.archive staff mem
bers will revamp the document identi 
fication system with bar codes like the 
ones seen on grocery shelves. 

Moving the 120 million documents 
will take up to six weeks and will be 
overseen by State Police security staff. 

The records will be bound in acid
free paper, placed in boxes, then shrink
wrapped before the 18-mile journey. 

"The moving staff will only re allow
ed to touch the boxes with fork-lifts. and, 
to minimize damage, the boxes will only 
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, 
be touched b,y our staff," Burns 
stated. 

The demand for archive infor
mation is so great the the Sacra
mento office will remain open 
during the move. 

"Sometimes it is standing room 
only at the arChives," said re
search coordinator Nancy Zimmelman. 
"We have a variety of resources 
that attract legislators, represent
atives from state agencies, geneal
ogists, students and lawyers." 

The collection increases by 
~bout 20 percent a year; 90 per
cent of the material has been gen
erated in the last 50 years. 

. ....  _..__ ._----_._------, 
v-4me.!ttCOII gllench QeneaQogicoQ .9oclety 


CP.~. C8o):' 21 tg 

CPow[uc12et. <:Rhode 9sQond 02861-0119 


http:the.sta.te
http:have;;~ome.;.Qf
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March 1992 The Centerfor Archival Collections Volume 11, Number 1 
Bowling Green State University 

The Newspap~~: A ComDlunity" Diary 
, , 

Because we rely so heavily on radio. television. and 
newsmagazines tOday. we sometimes forget the important 
role newspapers play in reporting the news and'in describing 
community life. "Dailies" and "weeklies" have documented 
Ohio since 1793. What was reported and how it was written 
reflect the community's information and SOCial needs. 
Understanding how newspapers evolved can help researchers 
put those resources to the best use. 

Before the CivilWar. most Ohio newspapers were weeklies. 
The communities they served were relatively small and often 
scattered. Distrtbution was a sertous problem- both in 
terms of getting the news from the "outside world" and the 
wider community. and in getting the,f}ewspaper out to its 
readers. Often the person who carried the frontier l)~spaper 
brought with him or her the most currentcomm"!illty news 
(or gOSSip) by word of mouth. The sman fomat (most 
newspapers were printed o,ri a single sheet ~f paper. folded 
once. giving a total offour p~~s) put space at a premium, so 
many newspapers devoted most of their space to the printing 
oflegal nqpces. political edit0:Ials. and the full text of major 
speeches and laws. Social news (one-sentence obituaries, 
etc.) appedred only as space allowed, often a month after the 
event. The editor often served as the reporter. typesetter. and 
printer- solely responSible for what appeared in the paper. 

As communities grew larger. the number of newspapers 
serving them increased. and their content became ever more 
political. There would be a Democratic newspaper. a Whig 
(or later. Republican) newspaper. and perhaps an independent 
newspaper. Editors wielded conSiderable power within their 
parties, and maverick elemen ts sometimes started their own 
newspapers to put their views before the public. Researchers 
aware of these characteristics will read all available 
newspapers in a comlllllnitv ill order to obtain as complete 
a picture as possible. 

Thanks to the telegraph and railroad, post-Civil War 
newspapers had much fastcr access to a wider range of ncws 
than ever before. Now an average ofeight to twelve pages, the 
newspapers had spacc to ('over worldtnational. state, anc! 
local stories in a lllllCh Illore t imelyfashion, More IK'O{)ie 
cOlild rcad. ane! ifthcv('oltl<i llOt alford hooks, ttH'ycllltid rl'iy 
on their local paper f()r leat ure ;trUcks on fashion, 
homemaking. agricultural methods, jokes, and serialized 
stories, Community social 'news, became a re,gular column. 
but party politics. as ,llw<lY:s:, \vas the driving force. 

After \Vorld \Var I. IH'\VSpapers achieved the fonn we 
recognize today- complete with wire' service stories ane! 
illu st ratnl wit II photogr;q)hs. Pl'oplt~ in sl)I;dler comlllU nitit's 
began to SIII>S('!;i>C to Ilig!'it V dailies lill' t twil; world, na t iOllal. 
and state coverage, It'<lving !tl!'<l1 w('('klies fr(,t~ to devote 
themselves entirely to n'pnrting cOillillullity activities. Thl' 
Great Depression and til(' f'('onolll'lC!l of the laLter part of this 
centllry callsed lllany lH'wspapers to merge or to close dowll 
altogt'tlwr. Wit h ollly <l single Iwwspaper serving the 
C0Il1111Illl i t y, readers began I(H'X1'1'( ,t more Illllliasl'd [('pt 1ft IIlg 

of political news. Local features and social news became 
more important tl'ian eveL 

Just as important as what stories newspapers covered are 
those they did not. Scandals were oftcn handled very 
discretely out of consideration for the family, or simply 
because "everybody knew· all the details already. Because 
they were so often the product ofa single individual or a small 
group. newspapers relled the biases as well as the interests 
of those people, The politically or sociallv prominent (often 
overlapping categories) were usually featured. People who 
belonged to political. social. racial. or religious groups dilTerent 
from the editor might receive no newspaper coverage at all. 
regardless of their population strenl,(th in the community, 
I{Cspollcling to the nccds of thosc read('Y's were newspapers 
produced '~y and lilr 1'lllnic. minoritv, ()r other special 
interest groups, l\llHlllg t lIost' <lv,tiLthll' <It the CAC are 
llewspapers inGI'nll:lfl. Polish. and I III lll,(drian. newspapers 
serving the Bhick ('onlllltlllity of Lima, and publications of 
,Jewish, Cathblic, and Protestant denominations, all 
('ontrilJuting toa lIlort' (,Olllpit-tl' llI1dcrstanding of their 
t~lllirl' cOlIlIllllnity,'s lilt-, l{('st'ardwrs sholtld also be aware 
that thCY'lbringmodern historical pt'rspf'f't i\'('s to their work, 

;,'~alld tt),l;l-whaJ, S(,f~inS illlportant to liS today may not have 
,,:~{t'ncd so;to pcopl(' in til«' lllidst of histolY in the making. 

Despile their limiiati(llls. IH'WSpapfTs <In' olle of the most 
"':' IIsefu'! basier~sollr('('s tilr ltistoril'nl f('<;p;ln'h of all killds

in politics, genealogy, and s{)l'ialltistory. Ft·w other resourn's 
have the breadth of (,OllllllllTlitv covI'r;II,(" over an f~xtenfkd 
period of t illle. 

LeI' N. Mc/.nird 
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Note: As part of ' itsfilT'ss'"ion "to pre
serve and make ac~~,ss i b,le,.to. :cesearc,Qer,s, .. 
documentary materlal s r~.ati ng to ,~. ~ .' 4. 

northwest Ohio, the Center for Archival 
Collections regularly microfilms3:news,-,<' 
papers, local government record~, and\,," 
manuscript collediOHs.". ,Many of these]:; 
items ident i f i ed as 'rfl i'tro'f i1 mare 
available for purchase. For actomplete 
listing of available titles~ please 
contect CAC at , ....:.." 

Center fbr Archival Collections 

5th Floor, Jerome Libr.ary

Bowl i ng Green, Oh i0 .' 43403


-' • ;i : 

Linotype op~rators like thi~~man at the TO)r~d~.·131ade cast 
: , ' ' ,' ~:) ; t type for American newspapers well into the 1960's, Today 

computers handle the p~ocess. CAC general'photogr~ph 
collection. . 

\ f ' 
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MURRAY, Michael 
FALLON 
MURRAY, Thomas F. 
BREEN 

FOXWORTHY 

,,' 

I ' .~ " .• 

. 'l i 

QUERY 

Searching ifor data on Michael MURR'AY, a 
. brother-in-law of Jeremiah FALLON, Michael left 
Dublin (CA) after his first wife died and moved 
to San Francisco with a second wife and children 
by the f(rst ~arriage. He had a son, Thomas F. 

.MURRAY, b~ ~is second marriage. Thomas married 
Isabel BREEN and they had four children. Isabel 
and childrena,re buried in Dublin. Thomas died 
after Isabel but where he is buried is a mystery 
as well as where Mithael and his wives are buried. 
Donald FOOORTHY, .510 Overbrook Rd. , Baltirrore, MD 21212 

http:b,le,.to
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Joe Btfsplk, step down 

One of the most useful applications of Compact Disc (CD) technology for 
genealogists is the "Phone-Disc," which packs about 100,000,000 names, 
addresses and, sometimes, phone numbers onto CDs. The Redwood City 
Library has this resource available for the public to use free. Harriet and I 
recently visited the Redwood City Library (housed in a former fIre station!) to 
try the Phone-Disc. There is a IS-minute time limit if someone else is waiting, 
but we did not have to wait, and had plenty of time before another user showed 
up. The US is divided into east and west regions. and it takes 20 seconds or so 
to switch between regions. but within regions. the search is almost instanta
neous. We were looking for names and addresses of possible living relatives, 
and found what we wanted. but decided that it would be useful only for rare 
names -looking at all the Andersons in Minnesota would be utterly hopeless. 
The most interesting discovery was something that caught our eye, a name that 
must be a put-on: 

VZQZWNBNBRGH, MARGARET 2925 SW I5TIi ST MIAMI, FL 

Match that for unpronounceability! 

George Anderson 

COPYSCREENS 
(By Peter Broadbent) 

If you have some old photographs you"d like to photocopy, there 
is a way to improve the quality of the copies. You simply place a 
copyscreen on top of the photograph to be copied. A copyscreen is 
a plastic sheet covered with a very fine transparent grid that 
breaks up the stark black and white contrasts when copying 
photographs. You get better photocopy with the "course copy 
screen" and even better photocopy with the "fine copy screen" 
which preserves all shadings in the original photograph. To 
obtain a set. write: Communications Resources, Inc., 1425 W Maple 
St, POBox 262~. North Canton OH 44720. (Reprinted by Griva 
News"n Notes. March 1991/Wake Treasures Spring 1991~ Washington 
County GenealCX]ical Society, Plyrrouth, t-C, 1992 


