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Dear M3Tt€rs and 	Friends of L-AGS: 

OAJ<LL\ND 


AlfivlEDA, BERKELEY, SAN LEANDRO 


AND BAY COJNTIES 


Ml\'V 1927 

is the cover of the telephone directory currently found in the library of the ~ritage (iJild 

in Livenrore. It is half the size of our presnt local telephone I:xxJk yet it covered the area 

fran Point Reyes to Pescadero and inland to Livenrore----there \\€re no yello.v papes! We are 

including the pages for telephone subscribers in Pleasanton and Livenrore. Many narres are 

familiar but the narres of SaTe streets and roads have changed. For instance, IIStockton Roadll 

is now a Freeway. 

Many thanks to you who have contributed to this edition. 

NEW MEMBERS 

YAE M. YOKOI 

MARY PERNER 

MARIANE FELT 

DICK & JEAN PETERSON 

& Welcome back to: 

ADDIE (MARY) MARTZ 

PROGRAM 

SCHEDULE 

April 14th; 	 Gerri PARKER will 

come from Cupertino 

to speak to us on 

Native American 

Genealogy 

May 12th; 	 John HEILBRONNER from 

the Danville store 

Maps Unlimited will 

speak on the use of maps 

in genealogy. 

June 9th; 	 to be announced. 

ELIZA, SORROWING 


REARS THIS MARBLE SLAB 


TO HER DEAR JOHN 


WHO DIED OF EATING CRAB 


CROUTON 
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An Aid To Organizing Family Reunions 

The first decision to have a family reunion is 
probably the most significant. Fami Iy members 
have expressed a desire to get together and see 
each other once in a while, good. Corner those 
members and start your committee. You may 
decide to do it yourself, which is good because 
only you will have to make the decisions. On the 
other hand, it is better to involve a larger group 
of people who in turn contact others. They are 
also a better source for additional members and 
addresses. 

It really is a very simple project. Only the 
committee can make it more involved. The first 
item is the date. 

Date: 	 If you are only involving fami Iy 
members who are within a 100 or so 
miles, a six-month date would be 
adequate. However, if there are 
members scattered around the U.S. a 
first notice of eight months is not too 
long. Some reunions are planned two 
years in advance. Summer dates are 
the most used but if a spec i a I 
anniversary or birthday of an elder 
member of the family is appropriate, 
by all means use it. 

Place: 	 Ordinarily a centralized location 
would be the best. Small groups may 
be accommodated in backyards or 
patios. City recreational parks which 
are for rent are excellant. Swimming 
pools in the vicinity are helpful but 
not necessary. A place for children 
to play should be of primary concern 
as they are the ones who wi II be 
asking about the next reunion. 

Time: 	 The earlier the better in the- day, as 
some will want to visit. Will also 
depend on the location. 

Start Up Money: 
One of the biggest items for the 
committee to decide. Locations 
which are rented generally have 
deposits requested. Experience with 
a first reunion will depend on the 
committee, after the first reunion 
there should be enough money left 
over and this can be used for the next 
reunion. There is also the expense of 
the printing and mailing of the first 
notice. 

,J, 

Experience has shown to ask the 
members of the committee to pay 
their share of the expected 
donation in advance and their 
family credited at the time of the 
reunion. 

Suggestions are that an entire 
family of two or more would pay a 
flat fee. Singles another fee and 
some older members past a certain 
age to be guests. 

Invitations: 
At the time of the first notice 
members of the family who are 
invited would be asked to send in 
their donations at that time. The 
notice would also indicate whether 
the subject family was intending to 
attend. (Good idea to know 
approximately how many will 
attend.) Second notice will give 
place and time and any particulars 
decided upon after first notice. 

Food: 	 This is another decision by the 
committee; a main dish, or BBQ 
item could be paid for by the 
committee. Family members could 
be asked to bring along a pot-luck 
dish to share. Drinks could either 
be furnished or again members 
bring their own (it all depends on 
how much the committee wants to 
take on). Tableware: plates, 
silverware, etc. should also be 
brought by individual families. 
This is a time and effort saver for 
the committee. 

Entertai nment: 
Games for children of all ages is 
highly recommended. Special 
games that are performed from 
one reunion to another are easily 
remembered. Prizes are not 
necessary, but giving the children 
something to do while elders are 
visiting is primary. Water balloon 
toss during the summer is excellent 
to involve all. 

Musical family members can be 
asked to bring instruments for 
informal jam sessions. 

Family story tellers could be 
invited to tell their stories. 
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ami Iy History: 
A fami Iy tree made up on large 
butcher paper or done by computer 
and on 8x I I paper for family 
members. 

Tape recorders should be brought and 
older members of family asked for 
their stories. 

Video taping is a fun way to preserve 
the day. 

Old fami Iy pictures may be displayed. 

"isce II aneous: 
One member of the committee should 
be delegated to keep the addresses 
and mai I the invitations. The same 
member could be assigned the task of 
taking and recording the donations 
and the treasury. This simplifies the 
accounting. Savings accounts can be 
opened to hold the money and 
withdrawals made for the expenses. 
Two signatures on withdrawals is 
advised. 

Lapel buttons can be ordered with 
date, etc. on them. 

Family cook book can be organized 
with family receipes (this takes a 
long time). 

Tee Shirts with family name or logo 
and date. First notice advises 
members what to order and prices. 

rhere are many more ideas for family reunions, 
his is only a guide. Family reunions can be held 
n resturants, or hotels. The idea is to get 
,tarted and involve as many family members as 
lossible. You may want to include other 
lctivities at your family reunion, by all means 
Jet creative and have fun! 

~everly Schell Ales 
f046 Graham Street 
'Ieasanton, CA 94566 
510) 846-5297 

ATTENTION 

Your Society maintains a computerized and 
alphabetized listing of the surnames of members. 
We would like to update this file and the LAGS 
Surname Index. If you have not yet filled out 
cards or have new surnames to add, please fill 
them out as directed below. 

Fill our your 3x5 index cards like this: 

Surname Your name 
Phone 

Address 

State, dates people 
County lived there 
or Country 

Example 

Jerman, German M. Fazio 
Germain, Germain 415-443-2576 

453 Dover Wy 
Livermore, CA 

Montreal, canada 1790's 
Dubuque, Iowa 1820 
Iron Hills, 
Jackson Co 1A 1838-1875 
Woodbury Co, 1A 1875 to pres. 

PLEASE list only one surname per card. Spelling 
variations may be shown. On one card you may 
list multiple locations and time periods (see 
example). Feel free to use address stickers or 
stamp for your name. Please return them to Seve 
Ales for processing as soon as possible. 

********** 
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Reviewed by George Anderson 

There are eleven new additions 
to the LAGS Library to be de
scribed, but first there is news 
about the library itself. 

It was in the spring of 1990 that 
our library moved in with the 
Pleasanton Library. After two 
years of living happily together, 
they have decided to get married! 
I won't stretch this analogy any 
further, except to say that the 
marriage contract is for only ten 

"You lake all the time you need, LAGS 

years, and vows have to be reaf
fInned annually. 
The unromantic fact is that our 
board of directors and the Ala
meda County library administra
tion recently agreed to integrate 
the LAGS book collection into 
the Pleasanton collection. For the 
past two years we have had our 
own shelves and our own catalog 
with a cataloging system differ
ent from the county's. By the 
agreement just reached, we will 
interfIle our books with Pleasan
ton's genealogy reference collec
tion, which is growing very rap
idly. We will also renumber our 
books and list them in the 

county-wide catalog. 
LAGS will continue to own its 
books and will continue to buy 
books, as will Pleasanton. The 

. purchases will be coordinated to 
prevent duplication. The books 
will continue to be for in-library 
reference use onl y , except for 
one-day loans. However, Plea
santon is planning to buy multi
ple copies of some genealogy 
how-to books for regular two
week circulation. 

:' 
I .. ' I(; 
'It "" 
ii 

- this certainly is a big decision." 

There are many details and es
cape clauses spelled out in the, 
pardon the expression, pre
nuptial agreement. Copies were 
distributed to LAGS members at 
the February meeting. A copy is 
available at the Pleasanton Li
brary, and from any LAGS board 
member. 

Eleven new items, all donations, 
were added to the LAGS Library 
in the last quarter. Some will be 
described in groups. 
Jackson County, Indiana, 
Marriage Index from 1816 to 
1920. 1991. Compiled by Caro
lyne Stultz. Published by Heri

tage Books, 1540-E Pointer 
Ridge Place, Bowie, MD 20176. 
630 pages, 5x9 inches, soft cov
er, self-indexed. $36. Review 
copy donated by the publisher. 
Truly a massive amount of data 
- on 34,000 indexed persons 
is gathered into this book. Mar
riage records from fI ve sources 
were compiled by the author. 
Each marriage is listed twice, 
once under the groom's surname, 
and again under the bride's. The 
marriage date, birth dates of the 
individuals when known, and 
book and page citation of the 
source are also listed. 

The Woodville Republican, 
Mississippi's oldest existing 
newspaper. 1991. By O'Levia 
Neil Wilson Wiese. Published by 
Heritage Books (address above). 
283+ix pages, 5x9 inches, soft 
cover, indexed. $21. Review 
copy donated by the publisher. 
Woodville is in the southwestern 
corner of Mississippi, just south 
of Natchez. On a visit to the re
gion several years ago, we 
learned that before the Civil War 
Natchez had more millionaires 
than any other city in the US, all 
because of King Cotton. It is 
clear from the antebellum news
paper abstracts printed in this 
book that Woodville business 
life also centered around planta
tions, slaves and cotton. 
The Woodville Republican start
ed in 1823 and is still being pub
lished. This book, covering 
1840-1847, is the author's second 
volume of genealogical abstracts 
from the paper. The 2000-name 
index is by surname only, except 
for slaves, who are listed by first 
name, since only white folks had 
surnames. 
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Recollections of Lewis Bonnett, 
Jr. (1778-1850) and the Bon
nett and Wetzel Families. 1991. 
Edited by Jared C. Lobdell. Pub
lished by Heritage Books (ad
dress above). 122+xviii pages, 
5x8 inches, soft cover, unin
dexed. $18. Review copy donat
ed by the publisher. 
Lyman Draper is beloved by his
torians and genealo
gists for his lifelong 
packratting of original 
documents about fron
tier America. Among 
Draper's manuscripts 
is the transcription of 
an oral narrative by 
Lewis Bonnett, Jr. 
Bonnett was the cousin 
of Lewis Wetzel, de
scribed by Prof. Lob
dell as the "leading In
dian-killer in the 
'Heroic Age' on the 
Upper Ohio." 
"Leading Indian
killer" was a highly 
complimentary epithet 
in Bonnett's time, in 
the late 1700s and ear
ly 1800s. Prof. Lobdell 
does not use the phrase 
approvingly (he says he is part 
Native American himself), but 
the Bonnett stories he has edited 
seem to average one red and one 
white murder per page. For ex
ample, Bonnett tells casually 
about the time Wetzel went out 
to hunt Indians, almost as if for 
sport. "On his return he was 
asked what luck? His reply was 
that he had treed three Indians, 
but had got but two of them, and 
pulled the scalps out of his shot 
pouch." 
There isn't much genealogy in 
this book, but the history is as 
raw as a freshly scalped skull. 

Genealogist's Guide to East 
Central Wisconsin. 1987. Com
piled by Victoria Wilson. Pub
lished by Kinseeker Publications, 
Grawn, MI. 8 1/2 x II inches, 48 
pages, soft cover. Donated by 

Shirley Terry. 
This slim book consists of 13 
chapters, each about one of the 
counties of East Central Wiscon
sin. Each chapter summarizes 
the history of that county, then 
lists local libraries, genealogical 
societies, historical societies, 
museums, and newspapers. A 
bibliography of published books 

and pamphlets about 
each county IS 

included. 

Three publications of 
the South Central 
Pennsylvania Genea
logical Society. 1988
1990. 134 pages total, 
8 1/2 x 11 inches, soft 
cover, indexed. Donat
ed by Marge Harter. 
The three special pub
lications are: 
Family records from 
Bibles, Volume I. 
Abstracts of unre
corded wills of York 

County, Pennsylvania, 1749
1798. 
Abstracts and identifications 
of entries giving European ori
gins in church records of 
South Central Pennsylvania 
and adjacent areas. Book I. 
All three books are indexed, but 
by surname only. Not surprising
ly in this "Pennsylvania Dutch" 
region, most of the names in the 
indexes are German. 

Miscellaneous pamphlets on 
Scandinavian genealogy. Var
ious dates, authors and pub
lishers. Donated by George and 
Harriet Anderson. 
This small collection includes 
pamphlets on Sweden, Finland 
and Denmark. Among others 
are: 

The beginner's guide to Swed

ish genealogical research 
and: 
The beginner's guide to Finn
ish genealogical research, 
both from Thomsen's Genealogi
cal Center. Also included is: 
Major genealogical record 
sources in Denmark by The Ge
nealogical Society. This LDS 
Research Paper (available for 
most other countries also) is an 
invaluable summary of what 
records to look for and where. 

True and Bevers (Beavers), 
with brief data on allied fami
lies of Clack, Hill, Slayden, 
Glasscock, Pistole. 1983. By 
Odessa Morrow Isbell. Published 
by Gainesville Printing, Gaines
ville, Texas. 302+vi pages, 8 1/2 
x 11 inches, hard cover, illustrat
ed, indexed. $40. From an anon
ymous donor. 
The LAGS library committee de
cided several years ago not to 
purchase or accept donations of 
family histories, because so 
many are available and because 
the small number we could ac
quire would only by chance be of 
interest to any of our members. 
We have made exceptions, how
ever, and this book is one of 
them, because it is so well done 
that it can be used as a model for 
our members to emulate. Every
thing is done right - documen
tation; numbering system; index
ing; quantity and quality of 
photographs, maps and docu
ments; typography, layout, print
ing and binding. 
At today's prices this book would 
cost at least $60, which is proba
bly more than we would want to 
ask our relatives to pay. Howev
er, many of the quality features 
of this book cost nothing but 
time and patience, and they are 
worth imitating. 
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MEET THE MEMBERS 
"LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

MY NAME: Felicia ~1artha (CA.toIFION fiBZB ICKI) ZIOIvlEK 

BORN: 24 July 1957, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 

SPOUSE: J ohn,.J'illiam Ziomek 

BORN: 26 February 1956, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 

MARRI ED: 13 April 1991 

I GREW UP: Chicago 

SPOUSE GREW UP: Chicago, Maine, Michigan, Utah, California 

WE HAVE LIVED: Pleasanton 

OUR CH I LOREN: yet to be born 

SURNAMES: 

Father's line: CANPION or CAMPIN, DUVINE, COATES,tlIEZBICKI, PAS2K, SCAHILL 

Mother's line: RINALDI, BRAVI, ZECCHINI 

spouse's Father's line: ZIOMEK, .3LOW'IK,.WZNIAK,nTEK 

Spouse' sMother' s line: BOZEK, ZONDLAK 

LOCALES OF INTEREST: Chicago, Czechoslovakia, Shgland, Ireland, Italy, Poland 

BECAME I NTERESTED I N GENEALOGY: 5 years ago I began actively searching for 
my birth father, but found that he died 2 yrs. before my search began. I sent for 
his death certificate to get some medical history, and the informant on the 
certificate was listed as a son. After contacting him, I learned that I had 
5 half-brothers and a step-sister. Since then I've traced back 2 more generations 

~- on my father's side. 

Sub.l tted by [<'elicia ,0IC~j8K, 7077 Valley Trails Dr., Pleasanton, CA 94588 
Da te 17 ,january 1992 

I,le •• e III tick 5i., of s~elt if Itt4td) 
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MEET THE MEMBERS 
LIVERMORE-AMADOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

MY NAME: Beverly Jean ECKLEY 

BORN: 26 March 1927, Fresno, CA 

SPOUSE: Ormond W. ECKLEY 

BORN: 25 Nov. 1924, Vancouver, B.C. Canada 

MARRIED: 27 Jan. 1963, Livermore, CA 

GREW UP: Fresno and Alameda California 

SPOUSE GREW UP: Vancouver B.C. Can. 

WE HAVE LIVED: Oakland and Livermore, Ca. 

SURNAMES: 

Father's line: KIRK 

Mother's line: GLEIM 

Spouse's Father's line: ECKLEY 
Spouse's Mother's line: ANDERSON 

BECAME INTERESTED IN GENEALOGY: 

My grandfather ~as in the civil ~ar. No other information about 
him. His ~ife came from England and her mother ~as a singer ~ho 
was to have debuted ~ith Jenny Lind, and that's all I know about 
her. I ~ant more information. 

Submitted by: Beverley Jean ECKLEY 
P.O. Box 2389 

Livermore, CA 94551 


Date: Dec. 1991 
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L-AGS 341 January 6, 1972 

Dear 

Sorry your letter did not get answered sooner. I am sending you a current news
letter from our Society for you to peruse. You can see if your Society thinks 
it would be worthwhile for an exchange. Thos2 who do exchange seem to keep on 
with the practice. 

We are a rural society of course, so only have 42 members of which about 14 
attend the quarterly meetings. I have been the Editor of the newsletter the 
past year and do the best I can. Also, I enjoy it. The reason it is easier for 
me to do it is because I'm working on a volunteer project at the Colusa County 
courthouse where an Archive is being set up. I have done this about two years 
and trained under a gentleman who taught preservation. He has moved away and 
I am attempting to keep our team together and have trained two new ones. This 
is not related to the Genealogical Society , but I was just interested in the 
work project even though I am not a member of the Historical Society who are the 
ones who initiated the Archive Plan. 

I have access to all the old records that have not been able to even be seen as 
they were crimped into hundreds of metal boxes; just stored everywhere. What an 
undertaking. It is beginning to take shape now. The documents are now stored in 
acid-free filing containers and an index made for each set. This is why I can 
easily obtain things for the society's newsletter. Before it was hard for this 
and that one to put the newsletter out. Also, even though mine may not be per
fect, there is more continuity with one doing it. 

I didn't mean to ramble on and bore you. We would love to exchange with you. 

HAPPY NEW YEA,R!! 

Betty J. Rii?st~r, {E~i~f
P.O. Box 41 

Williams, California95987 


I I I I I II 

Two views on archival preservation---contrast the above with 
this opinion found ill the Chicago Genealogical Society newsletter" 

COLORADO: From the November 199J issue of The Searcher comes the 
following bad news about Colorado. the Governor has suggested 
abolishing the State Archives and said he 18 ready to take a match to 
them. The Joi.nt Budget Committee called for a 75% reduction of their 
budg~t leaving only two on s t a f f . t> lease '.vr i te the Joint Budget 
Comrnl.ttee, Colorado State Capitol, 20(' E. Colfx Ave., Denver, CO 80203 
to express your concern if you have ~n interest in Colorado research-
if you are concerned with researckl 2nywherA -- if you are concerned 
about people with limited mentality lL~ying with matches. 
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QUERIES 

Seek ancestry of ANN MARY KNAPP B ME 18 Mar, 

1845 who mar ARTHUR FRANCIS LYDSTON 18 Apr, 

1865 Wisc. He was a photographer in Wise, 

(1860's) & San Jose, Ca. (1870's). Her 

father was a doctor and migrated to Chicago. 


Seek info on the LYDSTON Family that lived in 

Jacksonville, Ca. One was a sheriff. 1960s. 


MaryAnn Felt, 8665 Florin Rd., Sp. 146, 

Sacramento CA 95828 


+++++++++++++++++++++ 

research aid----------- 

COUNTY SOURCES - NEW YORK . -
In New York State the individual county land is divided into Cities and 

Towns, and each Town is further divided into Villages. The individual Villiage 
may actually be quite a large town but it is still technically called a 
Village. 
Most of New York's counties annually publish and sell a small booklet listing 
the County, City, Town and Village Officers, which include the County and Tmm 
Historians. These Historians are a very real asset when researching :-Ielv' York 
as they are supposed to answer all inquiries received. 
Included often in these Ready Reference County booklets is a fee schedule for 
most county services. Example: marriage record, search of court record, 
certified copy of court documents, copies of deeds. 
These county booklets are llell worth writing for. Sent 51.00-$2.00 to the 
County Clerk of the County you're interested in and request their Ready 
Reference guide to the County. 
"RED GUIDES" Another marvelous aid in finding where records are lOCtt2cl is 
the so-called "Red Guide" series. These guides 2.re ?ublished by the :le','1 Yorl\: 
Historical Resources Center, Olin Library, Cornell University, Ithaca, \~ 

14853. The official title of this "Red Guide" is GUIDE TO HISTORICl\L RESOURCES 
IN ---COUNTY, NEW YORK, REPOSITORIES. 
The "Red Guides" inventory historical and genealogical material in libr.1ri2s 
and historical societies (open to the public) I,i thin that particular county. 
It would certainly cut down on your letter writing if you knew the exact loca
tion of the record you desired. 
The guides have deep red,paper covers, bound at the top and range in price 
from $3/4.00 to $20.00 Advance payment is not required. Order the County 
Guide you i,ant and they IJil1 send you an invoice. (No. 53, January L988; 
Immigrant Genealogical Society; page 5) 

http:51.00-$2.00

