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Editorial 

As we approac~, the happiest and most important holiday of the Christian 
world let us not forget the reason for this day. We pause to celebrate 
the birthday of a man, Jesus, whose life and teachings have altered the 
course of civilization more profoundly than any other event. 

It should be 2. happy time, p<'?,rticularly for our genealogists and family 
historj.ans, s1nce it is a traditional gather-ing time for the living gen
erations. 

Some polls show that family history has become the number one leisure 
time activity in America. The holidays are one of the best times to use 
your camera E .Jl tape recorder. We are living family history and we shoul ri 
do our best .~~ record it. 

Some of us hc::.ve Christmas photo albums reaching back over many years.
These repI'eseLLt a visual family history that surpasses all attempts of 
the written word. 

Last but most important, let us forget the turmoil of national and int
ernational crises, relax and enjoy the holidays with those who are near
and dearest to us. 

The President's Christmas Message 

Christmas, that glamorous and glorious season, which returns to us each 
year at exactly the same timeif\bout 320 A.D. the Church established 
December 25 as the date to observe Christmas. Our Puri tan ~mcestors in 
New England disliked this date so much that they levied fines on those 
who dared to ~elebrate this holiday. This season did not become popular 
in New England until the nineteenth century, and this date was due to 
the influence of German and Irish immigrants. 

To some Mlericans, a Christmas Season is a time to close out the old 
year and start a now year, gmlerally on a positive move of some kind, 
as with a Now Year's rosolution, or getting a Christmas record in the 
Guiness B00k;f '''lorld Records, such as having a Christmas tree taller 
than 221 JJO , or sonding more than 62,824 Christmas cards. Thank good
ness, mos i AJ ricans will not celebrate the Christmas season this way. 

I'm sure tha~ most of us will slip momentarily out of reality and for
get our d'lil:,c problems, and drea,:1 unashamedly of a world at poace, wher" 
everythin~ a10uys works out right. If this is something near your metho~ 
of celebr,,:,ting this Christmas sonson, I hope thnt your dreams come true. 

J. wish for you successful nncestor-hunting in 1980. Hay you find the key 
to one or two .'1ncestors r:ho hnve blocked your attempts to estD.blish a 
connection bct~Gen your past and present. 

Happy Ane'ste; ·-Hunting in 1980. 
Bill Wolcott 
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BOClrd Announcements 

Since we will not have a board meeting or Cl regular me~ting durilg 
"~'~' 	 December the next regulo.r meeting will be at 7: 30 JanuClry 28, 19' 0 

at tl1G Livermore LibrClry. 

We hope to have 0. projector 2.vDllablo by this m8Gting which shou.j 
be v8ry useful in future programs. 

l'hnnks to Fran S~Jl11c.n for the tvvo copiers that she so generously ( ) 
nated to the association during the November meeting. We arc sur 
they will be put to good usc. 

We ::,.lso wish to thDnk Lucile vvhi te \'Jho too k time from her Hork 3 

our circulating libr[,Tic.n to do a rush job on the November Trc..cc·', 

Genealogical Aids--Pcnnsylv.:miCc Rosc;:-crchers 
by Luci18 Whte 

The last survey of our members show more Pennsylvania res8archer 
than any 0 thor state. These members are most fortunate to have 1e 
Hoonstino Guide to holp them. This guide lists 2201 books at the 
Hoenstine Library that can bo rent8d for a miminal fee, or copic' 
will be made at thoir library and mailed to you of the informat~ n 
on nny Surnc.E1C found in the index~s of the books. This copy serv ce 
is inexpensive and I have found it to be a very satisfactory way to 
obtain l11?terial. 

}he A.G.A. Library has this Hoenstine Guide, as do some of the i di
vidual member~. This is a listing of their books but it also li8;s 
the SUrna[10S shovm in the indexos of thoSG books. Host of them .:';.'.3 

about Pennsylvania, but a few of other states. There are county his
torios, Pennsylvanic. gGnealougies, biographics, autobiographies, 
church Ccnd cemotcry records, religious records,diffcrent nation: _ity 
information nnd the PennsylVania Archives. 

I would reCO;;ll:1end tho.t 2.nyone doing early roseD.rcll in Ponnsylvan. " 
to send their surname to Ho(;nstinc for a copy from the P[1,. Archi cs 
Index for the Series of their choice. Series I covers the Coloni 1 
Period, Series II covers much Rev. Wo.r records, church lists, oahs, 
to.x lists and llo.rrio.gcs, Serics III covers lo.nd roc-Jrds and tax .ists, 
Series IV is Governor's papers, S~ries V covers French and Indi~. 
Wars nnd Rev. ~ar oilitary rolls, Series VI covers military reco'ds, 
some vi tal statistics ['.nd (;lectiDn roturns, Series VII is [1n ind,~x to 
the previous serics,Series VIII House of Representatives, Scric2 IX 
covers Rov. War claims, pensioners and Governor's r~cords. Sec t e 
Guide for more detailed listinga. 

This is a vast amount of Pennsylvo.nio. information rLvo.ilable to 1, 
from our homes at any time, and inoxpensiva. 


