
Editors’ Note 
The following 163 Adobe Acrobat pages are verbatim copies of the printed pages published by the 

Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society as the book: 

 

History of Rural Alameda County, California; Excerpts concerning Washington Township; 
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by William E. McCann and Edgar J. Hinkel. Reprinted and indexed 2008.  

 

Contrary to the statements made in the last paragraph of the Introduction to this book, L-AGS de-
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Introduction 

During the depression years of the 1930s, President Franklin D. Roosevelt initiated dozens of 

programs to employ the unemployed workers of America. Among the programs was the Works 

Progress Administration, and within that was a sub-program for out-of-work librarians and 

historians. The result was a large number of documents of value to genealogists. The problem is, 

many of the documents never made it past the manuscript stage. They exist in only a few copies in 

local archives, hard to access by researchers. The McCann and Hinkel book is one of these. 

The Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society (L-AGS) has had a policy for many years of 

publishing the contents of local archives in a form accessible to genealogists. Results of that policy 

can be seen on the Web pages 

http://www.l-ags.org/pubs.html 

http://www.l-ags.org/databases.html. 

Our reproduction of parts of the McCann and Hinkel book is the latest addition to this collection. 

History of Rural Alameda County was originally created in two large volumes of 807 pages in all. 

The physical size is deceptive: each page is a double-spaced, typewritten carbon copy, on one side 

of the paper, with wide margins. We found only four copies of the book in existence, although there 

may be others. One is in the National Archives, two are in a locked room at the Alameda County 

Main Library in Fremont, and the other is at the Sutro Library in San Francisco. We borrowed the 

The Sutro Library copy for two weeks on interlibrary loan to carry out this photocopying project.  

We scanned 148 pages out of the 807 in the books. These include the chapters devoted to 

Washington Township, Livermore and Pleasanton Townships, and Eden Township, as well as 

introductory pages and the bibliography. Only Murray and Pleasanton Townships, the home region 

of L-AGS, are still partly rural; the rest of the county is primarily urban. Aside from these 148 

pages, most of the book is devoted to subjects without much genealogical interest. 

Unfortunately, the Sutro Library volumes are poorly legible, probably because the pages were low 

in the stack of carbon copies. We used digital processing to enhance the readability of the images. 

Even then, the type is not clear enough to allow optical character recognition. If that had been 

possible, the digital files would have become small enough to post on the L-AGS Web site; as it is, 

only publication on paper is feasible. 

George Anderson 

Rose Marie Phipps 

April 5, 2008 
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Page 156 unintentionally skipped during scanning. 
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