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Letter from the President 

In the last Roots Tracer the Society 
announced the publication: "Livermore 
Cemeteries," Livermore, CaHf,)rnia. We 
have had many orders for this and we have 
gone into our second printing. For those of 
you interested in purchasing this book, the 
cost to non-members is S15 + $1 for 
postage. Members, $10. Please send to 
the address b!' low. 

The Society is announcing the new 1988 
Surname Index. This index i:, d. 

combination of a 1984 index and a I i87 
addendum index with new surnames of new 
members. This index has over 5800 entries 
of surnames that our members are working 
on. The cost of this booklet to non­
members is $5. + $1 for postage. Members, 
$2.50. Address below. 

The Society is also publishing for sale 
listing of the library holdings, nTI ...: 
Bookshelf," holdings of the Gayle Pipes 
Memorial Library which is housed at the 
Old Carnegie Library, 3rd & K Streets in 
Livermore, CA 94550. Cost of this 
booklet to non-members is $1 + $1 postage. 
To members it is free. For members who 
have not received this, please come to the 
reqular meeting to receive your copy. 

You may write to Livermore-Amador 
Genealogical Society, Attn: Gayl Wilson, 
P.O. Box 901, Livermore, CA 94551 
enclosing check or rnoney order for your 
copies. 

The SOCiety was host to Leland MeItzler 
and Bill Dollarhide, representing the 
Heritage Quest Magazine and International 
Genealogy Forum. Their talks for beginner 
and veteran genealogist were well received 
at the May 22 forum. It was a good chance 
to see the books, pamphlets, etc. that are 
available to societies and to invidiuals who 
are researching their ancestors. The 
Society has added several new books to 
their library and will be reviewed by Mr. 
Anderson when they arrive. We're sure 
they will add to the genealogists' aids. 

Beverly Schell Ales 

-~- PLEASi..., HOURS-

Gayle Pipes Memorial Library 

The Society maintains the largest 
collection of genealogical materials in the 
Valley. 

Location: History Center 
East Rooin 
Old Carnegie Library 
3rd & K Streets 
Livermore, CA 9l~550 

Reg. Hours: II :30 a.rn.-1f:OO p.m. 
Summer Hrs: Juoe I-August 31 

10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Wednesday thru Sunday 

Hello Again---Most of us are facing a 
long, hot, and very dry, summer. Aren't 

we fortunate that genealogy is an in­
door (except for those doing MIs) thing 

and we are not at the mercy of the wea­

ther. 

In this issue we have the pedigree chart 
for Willis WOLCOTT--another of our mem­
bers who has done a tremendous job of 
research. We ar~ fortunate that he has 

shared his work with us. Thanks Bill! 

We want to extend a warm welcome to our 
new member, Edward FREILING of Dublin, 

Cal i forrlia. 

We wish you good-searching over the 

summer, and hope you find that elusive 
great-whatever. Perhaps this issue will 
giv~ you some ideas for new leads. 

~ 

/ 
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CALIFORNIA RECORDS DECAY IN A "WRECK OF A BUI LD ING" I· . 
In the Genealogical Association of Sacramento Quarterly, Vol. 11, number 3, 

is a reprint of an art icle appearing in t he Sacramento ~ee, 24 January 1988 
by Stephen GREEN. The article descri be ~ t he deplorable conditions found in 
our California Archi ves Building. The bu ildi~g holds records of more than 
140 years of Californi a history protect ed by plasti c sheeting because the 
roof leaks. Witho ut temperature and Ilumid i ty control s, the records are 
bri t tle and falling apart. "This is a wreck of a bui ld ing " sai d John BURNS , 
Chief of Archives. He di sp layed a dome- sha ped glas s filled with brown paper 
fragments--part of the 1852 California census . 

Secretary of State March FO NG EU adminis ters the archives and has supported 
efforts for a new building but the project is not high on building priorty 
lists. Perhaps a "flood " of letters to Mrs . Eu wou ld be timely! 

For a complete description of the archives, see 
, 

the above Quarterly now in 
our library. 

888888888888 

Another area of concern t o Californi a researchers is the following as found 
in the San Luis Obispo Gen. Soc publication Vol. 21, #1. 

In reference to CALIFOR NI A VITAL RECORDS: Informed sources in California 
report that California Senate Bill 1535 is a proposed act which will amend 
California law relating to death certificates . Amoung the provisions of the 
bill are restrictions on the release of personal information regarding the 
decedent and restrictions on those desiring access to the information in death 
records . .. . the bill which would affect death : information on or after 1 January" 
1989 ~ay introduce significant problems for futu re access to vi ta l records. While 

I 

there has been no call to action to date, it ~ill be in the interest of the gen­

ealogical community to be aware of the ramifi ations of such legislation, to stay 

informed, and to work thru local genealogi ca l societies if the need should arise. 


- - - -8888888888- ~- - ­
I 

~e.rteAl\te~ : 
:(NiCAlLA\IDN 

\ 
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INDENTURED SERVANTS 
Early in the seventeenth century England was fa ced with severe economic 

problems. With the woolen industry declining, shipbuilding almost idle, able 
mariners deserting the service, with the country overrun with idle and starving 
laborers, England turned to America as Rer hope for salvation. The London Com­

pany was formed to establish a Colony across the Atlantic. However, their 

good intentions were doomed to failure because they ha d not taken into consider­
ation the lack of cheap labor. Thus, the indenture pla n took shape . 

The planters took the simple expedient of advancing passage money to the 
immigrant and placing him under strict legal bonds to work it out after reaching 
the Colony. This plan worked for a full century. The credit advanced to the 
immigrant made it possible for him to earn his ocean fare, not in England where 

labor was cheap, but in America where it was dear. 

It is erroneous to suppose that most indentured servants were degenerates 
or criminals. The majority were, by far, harmless paupers from debtors prisons, 

or political pr i soners, or persons wishing to seek their fortune in a new land. 

The system of indentured labor differed vitally from negro slavery. The 
servant was bound to his master for a limited period, and at the expiration of 
four or five years, was a free man to go where he chose. At the end of his service 

what he received depended on the type of contract he had made--but it did not in­

clude 50 acres of land as some believed it would. The terms of the contract re­
quired the master to supply the servant with the equipment necessary for him to 

start a new life. Usually the freedman received grain for a year, clothing, tools, 
and a gun worth 20 shillings. Laborers who were imported by the London Company 

to cultivate public lands, were granted, after seven years servitude, 100 acres 
of land and, after this was fully cultivated, received another 100 acres. 

The genealogist is fortunate that records of this migration were kept. 
Nearly three-fourths of all those who came to the Colony in the 17th Century 
are recorded at the Land Office in Richmond. Both freemen and servant~names are 
there to be researched. 

fram an article Jhe Colonization of Virginia in the 17th Centurym by ~~len H. Loeb, DAR Magazine, 1978 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECO RDS 

The Court of Common Pl eas in its various 
divisions of civil, criminal, and juven­

ile courts can be an important source· 
of information fo r re sea rchers with it s 

diversity of Order Books , or Minutes. 

Nineteenth cent ury vol umnes may contai n 

tavern, ferry and peddler licenses . 

Prior to 1851 they may conta i n estate and 

guardianship settlements, app ra i sa l s, 

indentures for apprentices (these may 

a lso be kept as separate record of the 

court), wills and naturali zations. 

Two separate license records can be 
f ound in Common Pleas: auct ionee r and 

emba lmers l records. The former pro­
vides the date, name, and address of 

the licensee, date i ss ued and fees. The 
latter provides the licensee 1s name and 

the da tes the license wa s issued and 

f i 1ed. 

For t hose re searching Black hi sto ry, 
Manumisson records may be foun d in this 

court as well. This record contains 

copies of ma numission deeds wh ich show 

the age , occ upation, and phys ical des ­

cr ipt ion of the person as wel l as the 

st ate,couhty, and fo rmer owner. 

For naturalizations pr ior to 1850 or 
after 1906 the Cou rt of Common Pl ea s 

is the best pl ace to sta r t . For t he pe r­

iod 1850-1906 the Probat e Court had 

jurisdic tion. Pri or to 1850 na tu raliz a­
tions may be found in the Jo ur nals bu t 

the informa ti on tends t o be very limi t ed, 

often conta in ing only the person's name 

and date of naturalizati on. However, 

after 1906, they are kept as a separate 
reco rd and are much mo re det ai l ed. 

53 


For example in the Declaration of In­
'-- ­

tent, the prospect ive citizen ga ve infor­

~	 mati on on his birthdate, birth pl ace, 

ent ry port/date, and the name of t he 
ship. In some forms the re is a pl ace for 

his physical de scri pt ion. 

' An important source for proof of res id ­
ency i n a county can be fou nd in the 

poll book s. These record s are a list 

of eligibl e vot ers which in the 19th 

century wo uld be a yearly list of males 

I (ad ult) who were voti ng. These can be 

Ian aid to researchers in pinpointing 

t he date of immigrat ion into a county 
'even before prope rty was purchased, by 

' app roximating birthdates by the appear­

an ce of sons on a l i st , and al so poss­

; ible app roximate death dates or lTiigrati~ 

:out of an area by the disappearance of 
I 

a name . A very simi lar li st is the 

' Quadrennial Enumeration s or the Enumer­

ati ons of White Mal e Inhabitant s . This 

is a l i st of all males over 21 yea rs 

of age showin g name , add res s, r ace , 

occupa t ion , and f reehol de r status. 

Two interesting records which provide 


an i nsight into rural li fe are the Re­


cord of Earma rks and Brands, and Records 


of Estrays. The f i rst contains the name 


land addre ss of t he owner, descript ion 

of t he brand or ea rmark~ type of live­
:stock, and the da te filed. The Record 

lof Estrays is a copy of the notices filed 
r 

I 


by person s f ind ing stray domestic anima' · . 

...._ 	 _conti nued on page 54 
"-./ 

I *An Earmark is a system of notches in the ear 

Iof an animal for purpose of ident ification . 
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TANGLED ROOTS 
At the June meeting of the Livermore-Amador Ge­

'-_ 	 nealogical Society, five members fOllnd they were 
each descended from a different one of the five sons 
of Ethan Revere, the famolls hero of 1776. Who 
was descended from Millard Revere? Who lives on 
Tyler A venue in Livermore? The following state­
ments contain all of the information needed to ravel 
up these rumpled roots. The answer is posted on the 
bulletin board by the sign-in log in the LAGS Li­
brary. 

Jacqueline Johnson is married. 

Mrs. Madison lives on Adams way in Pleasanton. 

Ms. Jefferson is descended from the oldest Revere 


brother. 
Mrs. Harrison's ancestor was Woodrow Revere. 
Miss Jackson's ancestor was a surveyor. 
Abigail and her fiance live on Washington Street in 

Pleasanton. 
Bess is not married; her ancestor was the log-splitter. 
Mamie, who is married, and the divorcee who lives 

on Van Buren Place in San Ramon are descended 
from brothers who were adjacent in birth order. 

One Revere brother became a lawyer; the next-born 
became an actor. 

Ulysses S. Revere was the middle son. 
The woman who lives on Kennedy Street in Liver­

more has been married for 52 years; her ancestor 
and Bess', among all the brothers, were closest 
in age. 

The descendant of actor Zachary Revere recently re­
married. 

The peanut famler was either next older or next 
younger than Ms. Jefferson's ancestor. 

Martha, who is married, is descended from Abraham 
Revere. 

George Anderson 
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cont i nUEd fran page 53 

The notices show the date reported, 
animals description, name and address 

of the person holding the stray, 

and the Justice of the Peace apprai­

sal and date claimed or or sold at 

auction. 

In the crimi nal division of the Court 
of Common Pleas, researchers may 
find Coroners I Inquests. These 

records contain the coroner's re­
ports on investigated deaths which 

include the name of the decedent, 

place and cause of death. Depend­

i ng on the circumstances and the 

co roner, these files may be ex­
tensive or contain very little 
information. 

In the Juvenile Court Division may 

be fo und several confidential records. 
However, the Mothers ' Pension 

Records (Public) is a tran scr ipt 

of all actions regarding the 

gr anting of a pension to a wi dowed 

or deserted mother with minor chil ­

dren. This record includes the 

mother' s and children's names, their 
birthdates and residence, and an 
invest igator' s narrative report. 

Many of t hese records may still be 
hous ed in the courthouse of origin, 
or may have been transferred to a 
reg ional archives. 
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VIRGINIA MIGRATIONS : Virginians migrated to other states , especially after 
the Revolutionaary War. Prior to the war, migration from souths ide Virginia 
was to South Carolina. During and after the war period, souths ide migration 
was mainly to Georgia. During the 1780;1810 pe riod, Halifaxians moved into 
middle and eastern Tennessee; Mec klanburg County mig rants moved to Georgia, 
and those residing in t he upper tier of counties migrated to Penn sylvania 

and on to Ohio. Natchez Trace News, vol. 8 #1 

CARTES-dE~-VISITE 

Photograph albums from the 1800s are often filled with tintypes and 
other small mounted portraits called cartes-de-vis ite . CDVs, as they are more 
common Iy knmm, are about 4" x 2Y2 11 and were introduced into the Un i ted States 
from France in 1859. They were immensly popular in the 1860s and into t he 
1870s as calling cards and mementos. The color tones of a CDV are subdu ed, 
ranging from sepia to a yellowi sh hue, instead of black and white. 

Celebrity phot ogra ph s were first mass-produced in this format . For 
example , over 100,000 were made of Lincoln and distributed in the 1860 campaign. 
One album cover advised, "Yes, trlis is my a lbum , but learn ere yo u look , that 
all are expected t o add to my book. You are we lcome to quizz it , the penalty is, 
that you add your own Portrait for others to quizz." 

These little photographs served as an important link to family and 

friends. It has been said that two books went West with the pi oneers---a Bible 
and a photograph album. 

WISCONSIN: The Elton S. KAR RMAN Library 
of the University of Wisconsin, 

1 University Plaza, Plattevill e, \~ I 53818-3900 i 

has a surname index covering persons located in the 
Upper Mississi ppi lead and min ing district from 1815 through the 1860s. Also 
indexed are Iowa county names from the 1860 Federal census of California for 

in~ividuals who mi grated from the Wisconsin lead district to California during 
the Gold Rush of t he 1850s. 
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IS THERE A HESSIAN 

IN YOUR F AMIL Y HISTORY? 

My fifth great grandfather, Daniel 
Hillenberg, had me puzzled for a long time. 
He first appeared in western Virginia in 
1787 when he married Barbara Shrader. 
While trying to locate more family of that 
name, nothing came close. One day at 
Sutro Library, I ran across Clifford Smi thIs 
Hessian Monograph, which showed a list of 
German priosoners that had been captured 
at Trenton, New Jersey by George 
Washington's troops. The first page opened 
named my Daniel Hillenberg. There didn't 
seem to be any other information about 
them until I learned about the Johannes 
Schwalm Historical Association. This 
organization first began when studying 
several Schwalm men who had come to 
America as German soliders, then deserted 
the German · Army, and stayed in this 
country. Public interest has widened their 
research to include all six thousand 
German soldiers that remained in America. 

There has been recent findings of 
records in Germany, England and America 
and for the first time it is possible to 
identify most of these Hessian soldiers. 
Data from their military records give their 
ages, place of birth, when they came to 
America, and other information. For 
instance, I learned that Daniel Hillenberg 
was born in 1753 at a small village named 
Roehenfurth, Hesse, West Germany. When 
he was 21 years old he was recruited into 
the German Army. On 3 March 1776 they 
were told they were going to America to 
fight. They received ammunition, sixty 
bullets each, sharpening stones, a kett le, 
bottles, axes, hoes, shovels, knapsacks, 
linen bread containers, and other 
implements. On 4 March they marched to 
Cassel and after inspection by the .Serene 
Highness, they marched out of the city and 
began it's march to the port of Bremerlehe 
on the North Sea. They set sail 10 May 
1776 and arrived at Staten Island 14 August 
1776. They marched through the Bronx in 
late October with the First Hessian 
Division, and on the 27th they received the 
first taste of battle as they waded across 
the Bronx River. After a period of 
skirmishing and maneuvering around New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, Daniel and 54 of 
his company we re captured at Trenton, 
New Jersey. Others were captured later. 
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Some 800 Hessian soldiers began a 

march 2 January 1777 to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, where they were housed in a 
prisone r stockage. Many of the men were 
permitted to go among the farmers and 
business men to work. Daniel was a linen 
weaver so he no doubt found plenty of 
work. There was always encouragement to 
these German soldiers to desert to the 
American side. In 1778 some of these 
prisoners were exchanged for American 
prisoners. Two German Regiments sailed 
to Savannah, Georgia where they captured 
the city on 27 December 1778. The main 
body of this army were encamped nearby 
most of the winter. The next April Daniel 
Hillenberg, the record says "deserted, with 
weapons and full pack" while on guard duty 
nearby. 

Fa mily tradition says that Daniel 
fought for the American side and he may 
have but records to verify it have not been 
found. He is next found in Virginia where 
he bought land, married and raised ten 
children. He apparently followed his trade 
in this country as his inventory at his death 
listed four spinning wheels, some looms and 
other tools of that trade. 

I became a volunteer for this group and 
have the honor of computerizing the 
Hessian families and their descendants into 
pedigree charts or family group sheets. 
These will be sent to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania to a depository for 
preservation, with copies available for 
research. 

If you suspect that you might have a 
Hessian "back there," information may be 
found by writing to Johannes Schwalm 
Historical Association, 800-F Westbury 
Place, 4807 Old Spartanburg Road, Taylors, 
SC 29687. 

Lucile White 



58vol 7 no 4 

pro-German racism in the author's interpretation of 
history, but that is not unusual in writers of his time. 
On the other hand, he writes with sympathy and out-

Reviewed by George Anderson 

The German Immigration into Pennsylvania 

through the Port of Philadelphia from 1700 

to 1775, and the Redemptioners. 1900. By 

Frank Ried Diffenderffer. Reprinted in 1988 by 

Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1001 N. Calvert 

St., Baltimore, MD 21202. Hard cover, 6 x 9 inch­

es, 328+ix pages, indexed, illustrated. 


Genealogy is sparse in this book, but history is plen­

tiful and vivid. Consider this quote: "It is the boast 

of the historian that so mild and generous was the 

dealing of the Quaker with the aboriginies that 'not a 

drop of Quaker blood was ever shed by an Indian.' 

Shall I tell why? It was because the belt of Quaker 

settlement was enclosed ... by the sturdy Germans 

... whose settlements effectually prevented the sav­

ages from spilling Quaker blood. Instead, the toma­

hawk and scalping knife found sheath in the bodies 

of the sturdy children of the Palatinate." 


'--' Similar prose, mixed with equally graphic contempo­
PltASANTS AND COSTUMES OF Till( PAI.ATINATF..

rary quotes, fills this book. There is a good deal of 

Member-to-Member Loans 

The Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society is putting together a list of privately ­
owned books , periodicals and other materials that members are willing to loan to each 
other. Members are asked to make arrangements between themselves as to the length of 
time in borrower's possession, and when and how the material is to be returned. The li­
brary committee suggests that the loans be for no more than one month. We also recom­
mend that the borrower sign some sort of note with the name of the items borrowed, the 
due date, and the borrower's name and phone number. This is the same as our library 
procedure. The library committee will not be responsible for the books, or keeping 
track of them. We assume that our members will honor the agreement and wi II be sure 
to return all books on time and in good condition. Anyone who has items to loan and 
hasn't received a form at a meeting, please send a list of your materials to the LAGS Li­
brary Committee, P.O. Box 901, Livermore, CA 94550. If you have questions, please 
call a committee member - Marge Harter (447-6669), George Anderson (846-4265), or 
Virginia Moore (447-8316). 
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rage of the inhuman conditions suffered by inden­

tured servants ("redemptionists") and African slaves 

alike. 


The book is generously illustrated -there are 21 

full-page insets plus 122 smaller engravings. It is a 

readable story, but not a dispassionate history. 


History of the Martinson Family in Norway 

and America. 1988. By Harriet Martinson Sybil­

rud. Published by George and Harriet Anderson. 

Soft cover, 8 1/2 x 11 inches, 84+vi pages, index, 

source citat ions, illustrations. $15. Donated to 

LAGS by the Andersons. 


My wife, whose maiden name was Harriet Martin­

son, is a niece and namesake of Harriet Martinson 

Sybilrud, author of this book. "Aunt Harriet" has 

been collecting Martinson family history and biogra­

phy for a lifetime. In recent years, we have helped 

her with research on the family, especially with re­

search in Norwegian records. When it came time for 

her to publish her work, we offered to take care of 

the technical end. The result is this book. 


The immigrant ancestor in the Martinson family was 

Ole Martinson, who came over alone in 1868, leav­

ing his family in Norway. By 1873 he had saved 

enough to pay passage for his wife and four chil­

dren, plus his mother and six other relatives. Less 

than a year after they joined him, he was thrown 

from a horse and killed. The story of how his family 

survived and eventually pros­

pered is ably told by Mrs. Sybil­

rud. 


An interesting feature of this 

book is a chapter entitled, 

"Memories, Anecdotes and Cus­

toms in Our Family." In it, Mrs. 

Sybilrud has recorded for posteri­

ty what life was like in the early decades of this cen­

tury in a large Norwegian family in a small Minneso­

ta town. 


We were gratified to learn from Mrs. Sybilrud that 

the first two printings promply sold out and a third 

printing (making 200 copies in all) is on the way. 


Your Life & Times. How to Put a Life Sto­
ry on Tape - An Oral History Handbook. 
1986. By Stephen and Julia Arthur. Genealogical 
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Publishing Co., 1001 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, MD 
21202. Soft cover, 8 1/2 x 11 inches, 50 pages, il­
lustrated. 

Page 1 of this interesting book contains a grabber: 
"Can you imagine what it would be like to actually 

My Parents Together _____ 

Illustrationfrom "Your Life & Times" 

hear the voice of your great-grandparents speaking to 
yoy, telling you of their own lives and times? Your 
children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
and their grandchildren will have that oportunity, '-/ 
thanks to what you are about to do." 

I can imagine how thrilling it would be just to hear 
the voices of my great-grandparents, but to hear their 
spoken autobiographies would be beyond imagina­
tion. The point of Your Life & Times is that we 
can and should bequeath part of ourselves - our 
voices and thoughts - to our descendants. 

Hundreds of prompting questions fill the bulk of this 
book - questions to have in front of you with when 
you turn on your tape recorder and face the micro­
phone. For example, in the chapter entitled 
"Growing Up," some of the 26 prompts intended to 
jog your memory and oil your tongue are: "Did I 
have a strict upbringing? How did I get spending 
money? Did I get into trouble much? What hard­
ships' did my parents have to face? What wonderful 
qualities, and what not-so-wonderful qualitites, did 
my parents have?" 

Your Life & Times is in the LAGS Library, avail­
able to be checked out when you get your tape recor­
der ready for a taping session. Don't put it off. I'm 
going to do it myself any day now. 



vol 7 no 4 

The Bookshelf: Catalog of Book~ in the 
Gayle Pipes Memorial Library of the Liver­

~_ 	 more-Amador Genealogical Society. 1988. 
Published by LAGS, P.O. Box 901, Livermore, CA 
94550. Soft cover, 8 1/2 x 11 inches, 13 pages. 
Free to members of LAGS, $3.00 postpaid to oth­
ers. 

I 

Gayle Woody Pipes, 1921-1982, foundef and long­
time editor of The Roots Tracer, helped establish 
our Society's Library. In his honor and memory, the 
Society named the library "The Gayle Pipes Memori­
al Library." A recent decision of the LAG~ board di-

I 

reeted that a catalog of books in The Gayle Pipes Me­
morial Library be printed and distributed free to all 
LAGS members. 

The catalog, which does not include periodicals, 
pamphlets, or material in the vertical file, lists 336 
titles, counting multiple-volume works as one title. 
Over half deal with specific states or foreign coun­
tries; the rest are reference or history books of more 
general scope. : 

Families! Published quarterly by Yates Publish­
ing, P.O. Box 639, Ozark, MO 65721. $20. per 
year. 

Volume I, Number 1 of this new periodical appeared 
in March 1988. William Yates, the editor, describes 
his publication as "the voice of the Family Group 
Sheet Exchange," which he founded in 1981. His 
FGSE was described in a previous issue of The 
Roots Tracer. 

Apparently, his series of books, Marriages of 
Some American Residents and Guide to 
Documents did not succeed financially, so he has 
discontinued publication of them and started a new 
periodical emphasizing the Family Group Sheet Ex­
change. The LAGS Library has all ~ volumes of 

60 
.. 

i 	 Marriages •.. ; they were reviewed favorably in a 
previous issue of The Roots Tracer. 

The fust issue of Families! contains a short list of 
marriages (alphabetical by groom only), some quer­
ies, testimonials, research tips, book ads, and a list­
ing of surnames for which family group sheets are 
available. Mr Yates does not make it clear what fu­
ture issues will hold. 

I ---- ­

I Live~more-Amador Genealogical Society 
Surn:ame Index. 1988. Published by LAGS, 
P.O. Box 901, Livennore, CA 94550. Soft cover, 8 
1/2 Xi 11 inches, 46 pages. $2.50 to LAGS mem­
bers, ~6.00 postpaid to others. 

LAG$ first published its Surname Index in 1984. 
Since then new members have joined and old mem­
bers ~ave found additional surnames in their ances­

. try. 1be 1988 edition is considerably revised, updat­
ed and expanded. 

i
Each pf the almost 5000 entries in the index gives the 
surname, a geographical area of interest, a time span 
pf interest, and a code keying the entry to a LAGS 
member, whose name and address appear in a list at 
the back of the book. Our Surname Index pro­
vides a powerful tool to let others, both within the 
club :and elsewhere, know what names you are 

; seaching for, and to let you find other members with 
I the same interests. 

Epitaph not found in our book, "Livermore Ce­
meteries": 

sabred to the memory of 

Jated Bates ;' 

wij.o died Ailg. the 6th 1800. 

$s widow, aged 24, lives at 7 Elm 

Stteet, hlrl.s every qualification for 

a good wife, and yearns to be comforted. 


Lincoln, Maine 

Genealogy, noun -- An account of one's descent 
from a man who did not particularly care to 
trace his own. 

Ambrose Bierce 

"The Devil's Dictionary" 
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THE LIVEOORE HOOK AND LADDER COvFANY 

In October, 1874, t he Li vemore rbok and Ladder Carpany, No.1, was organ ized with 

the following r.mbers: 

President: J.H. rvwn"JEY In July, 1875, a bu i Iding for U1e acca[(xjation of the can-
i 

Secretary: ,John ~lITCHELL pany was erecte(j ', on Second Street, costing about $1OCXJ. In 

Foreman: Frank POOLE 1878, the office~s were: 
! 

First Ass istant: W.S. LOWE President: J . H. ,ifil\.frnEY 
! I 

Second Assistant: Martin BURKE Foreman: Werde11 JlRDAN 

Treasurer : R.B. CAMJBELL First Assistant: ic. SCHMIDT 
I i 

Second Assistant1 C. GARJ)v[YEf~ 
; i 

Treasurer: Freq ~ ML\LLY 

Secretary: F. sCHLESINGER 
, 

Trustees: Fred ,r¥J..LEY, William GIBBONS, P. McKENNEY 
I ! 

****** i<AI< ~ Ai< A AA A A I< AI< A A A Ai< JrkX AI< AI< I<AI< AAI< A" 1<1< AI< ;drkAI< AI< A A A A I< A~ A A AAA I< I< I< AA*Ai< A A A I< AAA 1<" AAI<I< A I< I< I<I<AI<A Ai< 1<*** 
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Thanks to the San Ramon Valley Genealogical Soci ety for the following 
RELATIOOSHIP CHART and an exp 1 anat i on for its use. 

The block at the top of the diamond is the 
CP--the ancestor from whom two relatives 
descend. 
The top columns on each side are outlined 

in heavy black lines--each block is lab­
eled S, for son", 2ggs for 2nd great grand­
son, etc., down to the 8th generation. T 
The column on the opposite side is 
the same. 

To determine relationship be­
tween two members of a family 
find your designation in the 
the lefthand column. If, 

say, you are the grand ­
son of the CP, you 
are in block #2. 

If your relative 
is a gr-grand-~ 
son of the CP 
he would be 
#3. 

Follow the 
intersect­

ing lines to 

where they meet. 
In our example, 
the lines cross at 

the block marked 1C/1R. 
You are first cousins 
once removed. 

B=Brother or Sister 

C= Cousin 
CP= Common Progenitor 
GGN =Great Grandnephew/neice 

GGS= Great Grandson/daughter 
GS = Grandson/daughter 
N ::: Nephew/neice 

R = Times removed 
S = Son or daughter 
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LOST IN CANADA??? 

oIf you canlt find an unfamiliar o 

oplace-name in Canada, try the 
o 

o 

oSecretariat of the Canadian Per-
o 

o 

manet Committee on Geographical o 
o 

o 

oNames, 615 Booth Street, Ot t awa, 
o 

o 

oOntario, K1A OE9 Canada. o 

o 

o 
o******************* o 

oThe New England Historic Genealogica l 
o 

o 

oSociety now has all the t he Canad-
o 

o 

oian cens us records for every province 
o 

o 

oand territory thru 1891. The o 

o 

oCatholic Church records for Prince 
o 

o 

oEdward Island have been received 
o 

o 

oand are being catal ogued. o 

o 

o 
o********************** o 

The Chemung County Historical Society, 
o 
g 

415 E. Water Street, Elmira, NY 14901 
o 
g 
o 

has a list of 2,936 Confederate pri s- o 
o 

ooners who died in Elmira between o 

o 

o1864-65. Send an SASE and t hey will 
o 

o 

ocheck their list. If fo und, t hey will 
o 

o 

send you data as to gra ve number, name, 
o 
g 

rank , company, reg iment , battalion, 
o 
g 

state , and date of death. 
o 
g 
o 
o************************** o 
o 
oTHE ROWBERG FILE is a coll ection of o 
o 

obituaries clipped from variou s Norweg - ; 
o 

ian language newspape rs f rom 19 14-1960s .g 
o 

These are indexed, and may be found at g 
o 

St. Olaf College Li brary, Northfield , g 
o 

MN 55057. g 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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In a Jan/Febr 1982 issue of Genealog­
ical Helper magazine the followin g item 
appeared, provi ng "he lp" can come from 
the mosy unlikely source! 

GE NEALOGY CAN COME FROM ANYWHERE 

We had been searching for my grandmotherls 
family for a long time. We ha d about 
given up when we rece i ved a ph one call 
f rom someone in Idaho. Compar ing notes, 
we found his grandfather wa s a brother to 
my grandmot her and we made plans to go to 
Idaho to meet this living re lative of grand­
mother's. After we got there he told us 
how he had found us . 

A friend had gone to a ski resort---one 
morn i ng he went to the outdoor II john II and 
looking around, found an old Frontier Ti mes 

magazine. ----he found the ad we had 
placed in 1976---The names in the ad were '---.-/ 
familiar and he tore out t he ad and brought 
it back to our cousin. 

sutmitted by Harri et ANDERS(}J 
AAA~A AA A AAAAAA 'AAA A* AA A AA* *AAAA**A 

GREEK VITAL REC ORDS: Birth records have 

been kept in town archives where t he 
regi strar is usually the mayor. Chu rch 

registers are kept in three separate 

books for births/baptism, marri age , and 
deaths. There are three kinds of wi lls: 
handwrtitten, sec ret , and public . Af ter 
death , a personls will is sent to the 

Secretary of the Court of the First 
Ins t ance in Athens The court will send 
info on you r ancestors on request. For 

more information see In Search of You r 
..--..../ 



THE LI VE RMORE/AMADOR GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 


ORGANIZED IN 1977 

******************************************************************************* 


PURPOSE: 

To provide an oPPJrtunity for exchange 

of genealogical information and to 

assist ITBTbers in their researcll. 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Open to any individual , library 

or society. Our fiscal year is 


1 Septerber through 31 Au~~ust. fv1erber ­

ship includes a subscription to the 


quarterly, TI1~ ROOTS TRACER , reduCt-xl 

prices on other publications, and 

library priviledges. 


LIBRARY: 

Located in the East Roon of the 

Carnegie Building at 3rd and K Streets. 

Regular hours: 11:30 - 4:00 


Sllmer schedule, 1 June-31 August 

10:30 - 3:00; Wednesday thru Suooay 

MEETINGS: 

2nd rvbnday monthly, 7:30 p.m., Chabot 


Center Camunity Roon, Suite 107, 

4637 Chabot Drive , Pleasanton 


PUBLICATI'JNS: 

~ffi~U~~PEX, ~for 1~ 

ITBTbers, $2.50 


non-rrerbers, $5 + $1 PJstage 


LIVERMORE CEMETERIES, soft-cover, 

$15 + $1 post age 


]!1E ROOJS _IRACE~, a quarterly publ ication 
with articles of interest to t he genealogist . 

. M3Tbey's are encouraged to sua-nit "Profiles" 
as ~ll as articles of general interest. 

Roots Tracer Editor 
P.O. Box 901 

U vemore, cn.. 94551 

QUERYS: 

M3ffiers, free 

Non ·~rs, $1 


DeadJines for quarterly offerings is 

t he 15ttl of Septerber, Decerber , March, 


and June. 


BOOK REVIEWS: 

Any books presented to the society wi 1J be 


reviewed in the quarterly along with the 


purcllase price and address of the publ isher. 

Such books wi 11 becare the property of the 

LAGS Li brary. 


The Livermore-Amador genealogical 

Society is exempt from Federal In­

come Tax under Section 501 (c) (3) 


(l i terary and educational) of the 

Intern al Revenue Code and the Calif ­


ornia Revenue and Taxati on Code 
237020. 

DUES: 
Individual 

Fami 1y 
Senior 
Student 

$10 

$15 
$5 

$5 

Contributing 

SUPPJrting 
Life 

$25 

$50 

$100 

8 8 - 8 9 Due s Due Sept. 1 



Livermore-Amador 

Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 901 

Livermore 
CA 94551 

i
Ge'prgr:: and Harriet Anderson 
635 Oak Circle
Pleiasanton, CA 9[4566 
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